Prevention Through Education
Providing education for children at risk
in the Temple Prostitution region
THE TRAP OF
TEMPLE PROSTITUTION

DALIT WOMEN AND CHILDREN
ARE MOST VULNERABLE

Today in India there are around
250,000 women caught up in the
practice of Temple Prostitution.
Referred to as joginis or devadasis,
girls are dedicated to a goddess
from as young as five years old.
When they reach puberty, they are
then forced into a lifetime of ritual
sex slavery. Most are illiterate,
uneducated and live in extreme
poverty, at risk of ill health and
abuse. Although the practice was
outlawed over two decades ago, it
continues to this day in specific
regions within Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.

The vast majority of girls trapped in temple
prostitution are Dalit. Dalits exist at the bottom of
India’s rigid social order. Viewed as less than human,
they are often denied access to education and the
justice system. As a result, Dalits become vulnerable
to the worse forms of exploitation - including
temple prostitution. Dalit parents dedicate their
daughter to the temple because they believe it will
bring good fortune on the family. Temple
prostitution also provides an alternative for families
that are too poor to afford the dowry for their
daughter’s marriage. This cycle of discrimination,
abuse, and poverty is passed from one generation to
the next as daughters of temple prostitutes share the
same fate. Their sons carry the stigma of being a
child of a prostitute. They are marginalized by the
wider community and have little option but to take
the most lowly and poorly paid occupations.

Did you know?
India is the 4th most dangerous country
for women and children to live in
As many as 250,000 women caught in
temple prostitution in India
Girls as young as five years old are
dedicated to the temple

EDUCATION
BREAKS THE CHAINS
Research has shown that education, particularly
educating girls, is one the best tool for preventing
exploitation and human trafficking.
The goal of the Prevention Through Education
Project is to rescue children from sex slavery
before they even enter it. This is achieved by
helping at-risk children get off the streets and
into a classroom. Attending school opens the
door to new opportunities and future success.
What’s more, our safe and supportive learning
environments help Dalit children recognize their
own value and worth.
Dalit Freedom Network is uniquely positioned
to help these vulnerable children because of the
four Good Shepherd Schools that are established
across the Temple Prostitution Region of India.
These schools are already helping hundreds of
children that are impacted by temple
prostitution. Children like Preema, whose
mother was forced into temple prostitution at an
early age and endured years of abuse. Preema
was destined for the same fate, but when she was
given the opportunity to attend a Good
Shepherd School everything changed. Today
Preema is being equipped with English, math,
science and everything she needs to thrive. For
the first time, she can imagine a life beyond the
horror of prostitution – and her dream is to
become a teacher.

PROJECT NEED
Many of the students attending
the four Good Shepherd Schools
in the temple prostitution region
are not yet sponsored.
Would you consider helping cover the
cost of tuition and school supplies for
these students so that they can stay in
school?

It costs
$396 a year
to educate
a Dalit child.

Thimmajipet Good Shepherd School
has 383 children enrolled with 168 still
in need of educational assistance.
Rakshi Good Shepherd School has 121
children enrolled with all 121 children in
need of educational assistance to stay
in school.
Kollur Good Shepherd School
has 115 children enrolled with 67
children in need of educational
assistance.
Kaukuntla Good Shepherd School
has 125 children enrolled with 42
children need educational
assistance.

To provide education
for all 398 children
that are in need of
education assistance
it costs $157,608 annually.
Any gift will help bring
prevention through education for
Dalit children. Thank you for
bringing freedom, justice, and
education to Dalit children.
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